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This  circular  presents  a  statistical 
picture  of  the  size,  importance,  and 
variety  of  California's  agriculture.  It 
compares  branches  of  agriculture  and 
production  centers  within  the  State.  It 
also  compares  the  State's  farming,  by 
segments,  with  that  of  1 1  Western 
States  as  a  group  (including  Califor- 
nia) and  with  that  of  the  entire  United 
States. 

The  comparisons  are  on  the  basis  of 
such  resources  as  land,  characteristics 
of  farms  and  farm  population,  value 
and  size  of  production,  and  utilization. 
Regions  and  counties  within  Califor- 
nia are  compared  as  to  types  of  farm- 
ing, resources,  and  most  important 
products. 

The  data  contained  in  the  tables 
cover  two  five-year  periods — 1937-41 
and  1948-52 — and  the  two  most  recent 
years  for  which  complete  statistics  are 
available — 1954  and  1955.  The  two 
five-year  spans  are  not  appropriate  for 
all  products,  as  depression  and  war  do 
not  treat  all  producer  groups  alike.  To 
get  the  most  accurate  comparisons, 
however,  it  seemed  best  to  place  a  pre- 
war time  beside  one  of  high  industrial 
activity. 


About  the  data  used  .  . . 

Most  of  the  figures  presented  are  from 
official  federal  or  state  publications  as 
indicated  in  the  tables.  Major  sources 
were  the  Agricultural  Marketing  Serv- 
ice and  the  Agricultural  Research 
Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, the  Crop  and  Livestock  Report- 
ing Service  (a  joint  effort  of  U.S.D.A. 
and  California  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture), and  the  U.  S.  Bureau  of  the 
Census.  The  exact  sources  of  informa- 
tion for  each  table  are  indicated  by  the 
numbers  keyed  to  the  table  titles. 
These  numbers  refer  to  the  listed 
"Sources  of  Data"  to  be  found  at  the 
back  of  the  circular.  For  example: 

l.HOW  THE  LAND  IS  USED  (39) 
The  term  "not  reported"  in  tables 
means  either  that  figures  have  not  been 
collected  because  they  are  relatively 
unimportant  or  that  they  have  not 
been  released  because  the  producers 
are  so  few  that  a  report  would  reveal 
an  individual  producer's  operations. 
"Not  available"  indicates  data  were 
not  released  in  time  to  use  in  these 
tables.  A  long  lag  exists  in  the  report- 
ing of  some  products. 


THE  AUTHOR: 

Chester  O.  McCorkle  is  Associate  Professor  of  Agricultural  Economics  and  Associate  Agri- 
cultural Economist  in  the  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  and  on  the  Giannini  Foundation  of 
Agricultural  Economics,  University  of  California,  Davis. 
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KEY  TO  ABBREVIATIONS: 

USBAE — United  States  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics. 
USCA — United  States  Census  of  Agriculture. 
USAMS — United  States  Agricultural  Marketing  Service. 

CSDF — California  State  Department  of  Finance,  Division  of  Budgets  and  Ac- 
counts, Financial  Research  Section. 
USARS — U.  S.  Agricultural  Research  Service. 
CCLRS — California  Crop  and  Livestock  Reporting  Service. 
CACC — County  Agricultural  Commissioners'  Crop  Reports. 
USD  A — United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
USDC — U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce. 

SOURCES  OF  DATA 

Note:  Each  source  is  numbered  for  keying  to  table  headings. 

1.  CCLRS — "Vegetable  Crops  in  California."  1952-54.  Sacramento,  July,  1955. 

2.  CSDF — "Revised  Estimates  of  Total  Resident  Population,  California  Counties  and 

Areas,  July  1,  1954."  Sacramento,  California,  October,  1954. 

3.  USAMS — "Citrus  Fruits,  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  Value  and  Utilization  of 

Sales."  Series  Crop  Seasons  1946-47  through  1953-54.  Washington,  D.C. 

4.  USAMS — "Citrus  Fruits,  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  Value  and  Utilization  of 

Sales."  Crop  seasons  1953-54  and  1954-55,  Washington,  D.C. 

5.  USAMS — "Crop  Production,  1955  Annual  Summary." 

6.  USAMS— "Crop  Production,"  June  1,  1956. 

7.  USAMS — "Crop  Values,  Season  Average  Prices  and  Value  of  Production."  1954-1955. 

8.  USAMS — "Farm  Population,  Annual  Estimates  by  States;  Major  Geographical  Divi- 

sions and  Regions.  1920-50."  Washington,  D.C.  November,  1953. 

9.  USAMS — "Farm  Population,  Migrating  to  and  from  Farms,  1920-1954."  Washington, 

D.C,  December,  1954. 

10.  USAMS — "Field  and  Seed  Crops;  Farm  Production,  Disposition  and  Value  by  States." 

1954-55. 

11.  USAMS — "Milk,  Farm  Production,  Disposition,  and  Income."  Washington,  D.C, 

April,  1956. 

12.  USAMS — "Tree    Nuts,    Production,    Farm    Disposition,    Value    and    Utilization    of 

Sales,  1953  and  1954." 

13.  USAMS — "Vegetables — Fresh  Market,  Acreage,  Production  and  Value,  1955  Annual 

Summary." 

14.  USAMS — "Vegetables — Processing,  1955  Annual  Summary,  Acreage,  Production  and 

Value  of  Principal  Crops  by  States."  December  19,  1955. 

15.  USAMS— "Wool  Statistics  and  Related  Data.  Statistical  Bulletin  No.  142."  Washing- 

ton, D.C,  September,  1954. 

16.  USAMS— "Wool  Statistics  and   Related  Data.  Statistical   Bulletin  No.    142."  Wash- 

ington, D.C,  November,  1955.  (Supplement) 

17.  USARS — "Principal  Machines  on  Farms."  Washington,  D.C,  November,  1954. 

18.  USBAF — "Citrus  Fruits,  Acreage,  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  Value  and  Utiliza- 

tion of  Sales,  Crop  Seasons  1909-1944."  Washington,  D.C.  October,  1915. 
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19.  USBAE — "Citrus  Fruits,   Production,   Farm  Disposition,  Value  and   Utilization  of 

Sales,  Crop  Seasons  1947-48  through  1951-52."  Washington,  D.C. 

20.  USBAE — "Commercial   Vegetables — for  Commercial   Processing,   Acreage,   Produc- 

tion, Value."  1948-50.  1951,  1952,  1953,  1954,  1955  Annual  Summaries' 

21.  USBAE — "Commercial  Vegetables:  for  Fresh  Markets,  1939-50."  Annual  Summary — 

Commercial  Vegetable  Crops  for  Fresh  Markets — Acreage,  Production  and  Value. 
1951,  1952,  1953,  1954. 

22.  USBAE— "Crop  Production,  Annual  Summary."  1948,  1949,  1950,  1951,  1952. 

23.  USBAE — "Farm  Production,  Disposition,  and  Value"  Series  and  "Crop  Production," 

Annual  Summary  1948. 

24.  USBAE — "Farm  Income  Situation,"  June  1949.  "Farm  Income  Situation,"  October 

1955. 

25.  USBAE — "Farm  Production,  Disposition,  and  Income  from  Milk."  1924-40.  1940-49. 

Yearly  Compilations  1950,  1951,  1952,  1953,  1954,  1955. 

26.  USBAE — "Farm  Production,  Disposition  and  Income"  Series  (Annual  Summaries  for 

Meat  Animals,  Chickens  and  Eggs,  Turkeys,  Milk,  Wool  and  Mohair). 

27.  USBAE — "Fruits  (Noncitrus)  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  Value  and  Utilization 

of  Sales."  1889-1944;  1947  and  1948. 

28.  USBAE — "Fruits  (noncitrus)  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  Value  and  Utilization 

of  Sales"  Series— 1944-49,  1949  and  1950,  1950  and  1951,  1951  and  1952,  1952  and 
1953,  1953  and  1954. 

29.  USBAE — Production,  Farm  Disposition  and  Value  Series. 

30.  USBAE— "Season  Average  Prices  and  Value  of  Production."   1948  and  1949,   1949 

and  1950,  1950  and  1951,  1951  and  1952,  1952  and  1953,  1953  and  1954. 

31.  USBAE— Supplement  to  Major  Uses  of  Land  in  the  United  States  (USDA  Tech. 

Bull.  1082).  Washington,  D.C,  September  1953. 

32.  USBAE — "Tree  Nuts,  Acreage,  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  Value  and  Utilization 

of  Sales."  1909-45,  1944-51,  1951  and  52,  1952  and  53,  1953  and  54. 

33.  USCA— 1945,  Vol.  II,  pp.  22,  23. 

34.  USCA— 1945,  Vol.  II,  p.  27. 

35.  USCA— 1945,  Vol.  II,  p.  159. 

36.  USCA— 1945,  Vol.  II,  pp.  326-29. 

37.  USCA— 1950,  Vol.  I,  General  Report,  p.  4. 

38.  USCA— 1950,  Vol.  II,  General  Report,  pp.  3-6,  48,  57. 

39.  USCA— 1954,  Preliminary  Report,  Vol.  1. 

40.  USDC — "Farm  Census  Shows  Substantial  Increase  in  Irrigated  Land." 
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Co-operative  Extension  work  in  Agriculture  and  Home  Economics,  College  of  Agriculture,  University  of  California,  and  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
co-operating.  Distributed  in  furtherance  of  the  Acts  of  Congress  of  May  8,  and  June  30,  1914.  George  B.  Alcorn,  Director,  California  Agricultural  Extension  Service. 
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Consider"^  Future 

in  Agricultural  Economics 

Agricultural  economics  applies  SCIENCE  to  the  BUSINESS  OF 
FARMING  ...  to  the  marketing  of  farm  products,  to  the  use  of  agri- 
cultural and  range  resources. 

If  agriculture  is  to  continue  as  an  important  segment  of  our  na- 
tional economy,  farmers  must  be  adequately  trained  in  the  business 
of  farming.  The  University  of  California's  course  of  study  in  agricul- 
tural economics  is  a  step  toward  that  goal. 

The  curriculum  .  .  .  presented  on  the  Davis  campus,  places  major 
emphasis  on  Farm  Management  .  .  .  but  also  provides  instruction  in 
Marketing,  Co-operative  Marketing,  Agricultural  Finance,  Policy,  and 
related  subjects.  Supplementary  work  may  also  be  taken  in  such 
branches  of  agriculture  as  Agronomy,  Animal  Husbandry,  Pomology, 
Agricultural  Engineering,  and  the  like. 

The  faculty  ...  is  comprised  of  trained,  experienced  economists, 
many  with  national  and  international  reputations  in  their  fields.  The 
staff  is  active  in  service  and  research  work  in  all  of  the  Western  States. 

Job  opportunities  .  .  .  can  best  be  understood  by  pointing  to 
positions  now  occupied  by  graduates.  The  largest  percentage  are 
farmers.  Other  lines  of  endeavor  include: 

Farm  Managers    *    Credit  work    •     Farmer  Organizations 
Marketing  Organizations    •    Agricultural  Extension  work 

State  and  Federal  Departments  of  Agriculture  work 
College  teaching  and  research     •    High  school  teaching 

For  more  information:      Write  to  the  Department  of 

Agricultural  Economics, 
University  of  California,  Davis. 

or:      See  your  University  of  California 

Farm  Advisor  for  college  entrance 
requirements. 


